[Incidence and differential diagnosis of chronic eosinophilic leukemia].
The diagnosis of chronic eosinophilic leukemia (CEL) is based on the evidence of an autonomous, clonal proliferation of eosinophilic precursors and the exclusion of other myeloid neoplasms with eosinophilia. Histopathological evaluations of bone marrow are rare, and reliable data on the frequency of CEL do not yet exist. A total of 100 cases characterized by eosinophilia >/=1.5x10(9)/l blood for more than 6 months were evaluated. In 87 cases, the eosinophilia turned out to be secondary and a reactive genesis was likely, but not proven in 3 further cases. Idiopathic hypereosinophilic syndrome was diagnosed in three cases. The diagnosis CEL was considered in four out of a total of seven cases with a myeloid neoplasia and all four disorders showed an abnormal karyotype. However, only one of them could be classified as CEL. We conclude that CEL is a rare disease concerning only a minority of cases with chronic eosinophilia.